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point, and future events will bear you out, I doubt not, triumphantly in your course. The procrastination of this war has been owing more to our own faults than to the power of the rebels. Prominent among these faults was want of earnestness on the part of civil as well as military leaders, and, a comprehension of what would kill the rebellion quickest.
In your acts, both earnestness and comprehension have stood preeminent. Slavery by this people was the primary cause of this war. And if this Gov. is saved, as I have no doubt it will be, it will be through the aid of the slave. And it has been a great mistake he was not earlier sought and encouraged to come to our aid. This is the decree of the disposer of human events, and this credit is to be their reward for their bondage by this people, and will be so awarded them by posterity. It may be Mr. Seward and his co-workers may compel your retirement from public service for a season; if so, it will be your gain and the public loss.
May I hope for his retirement after the 4th of March? This I pray for. Continue this good work and abide your time for four years, notwithstanding the opprobrium thrown at you by rebels. I prophecy that in the future your most earnest friends will come from the rebellious states.
I therefore close by saying you are my candidate for the next President.
Asking all needful excuse for this trespass, and hoping your retirement will better fit and prepare you for yet more important public service. While I remain
Your ever humble servant, ABM. P. ELY, Brother of Alfred Ely, late member of Congress
From General Butler to Abram P. Ely
MY DEAR SIR: Your very kind note of approval of my public acts was most grateful. That one good and loyal citizen can say "well done" from his heart, unswerved by interests or prejudice, is a rare earnest of a hope that in the future I may get the sober second thought of the people to approve what my own judgment has disbursed.
So far from needing any apology for your courteous kindness, allow me to return my most obliged acknowledgments.
Most truly yours, B. F. B.